
works on paper . paintings . etchings . installations . photography

F L O R I A N  M E H N E R T



Florian Mehnert (born 1970) focuses on exploring the highly technological and rapidly acce-
lerating reality of modern society, as well as current social issues. In his conceptual works, he 
is using often an expanded concept of art that places the participation of the audience at the 
center of his work. His diverse work is not based on purely participative projects. It is therefore 
also expressed in drawings, paintings and photographs. As an out of the box thinker, he enjoys 
giving talks about his work and is alwyas interested in discursive exchange. His works gain inter-
national recognition and extensive media resonance.

Sept 17 2023 @ artist’s studio

Q: How would you describe your style of work?

A: I use any media to express the intention of my art, be it drawing, photography, video or ins-
tallation. I paint if painting will convey what I want to say.

Q: What are you trying to express with your art?

A: Interaction with the present. Questions that I don’t have the answers to. It can be a problem 
in the present society. I did 11 Days to learn about how society through the internet behaves.
I did paper works of air roots in Hong Kong in order to get an answer out of it.

Q: When you said your work is about interaction with the present, does it mean that your works 
can be seen as periods of your life?

A: No, I wouldn‘t say it like that. The installation Forest Protocols, for example, is about the loss 
of privacy, which is an important issue for me. It is necessary for me to do this work to get rid 
of my worries about it. When I went through Forest Protocols, I could see how my fears were 
expressed. Sometimes it is also a reaction to a problem that raises new questions. When I walk 
through the forest, I ask myself what is affecting me. It is not a stage of life, but it accompanies 
me throughout my life.

Q: How can I understand the wide range of your work? 

A: I answer to unsolvable questions and search for the space or contrast between analogue and 
digital. I try to harmonise the elements of contrast. 

Q: Your studio is like a giant library, how do you catalogue your work?

A: I rganize them by topics and relations to each other.



untitled, 240 x 150 cm, 2014, graphite, ink, guache, acrylic on paper



untitled, 44 x 64cm, ink, guache on paper, 2023





untitled, 180 x 150 cm, 2019, oil on canvas

Object, foil, straw 2019





150 x 120 cm, 2009, graphite, ink, guache, acrylic on paper



water, 160 x 220 cm, 2018, oil on canvas



240 x 160 cm, 2012, oil on canvas forest protocol, 140 x 110 cm, 2014, ink on paper



air rootes, Hong Kong, 180 x 150 cm, 2023, graphite, ink, guache, acrylic on paper, private collection



air rootes, Hong Kong, 270 x 150 cm, 2023, photography



air rootes, Hong Kong, 180 x 150 cm, 2023, ink, guache, acrylic on paper, private collection



la mer, 50 x 60 cm, 2009, etching aqua tintachinese new year, 148 x 108 cm, 2023, graphite, ink, guache, acrylic on paper



Human tracks, 2014, 42 channel video installation, videoscreens, cables, nylon, http://www.florianmehnert.de/menschentracks





11 DAYS, 2015, interactive participatory installation, accessible via internet 
http://www.florianmehnert.de/11TAGE_en.html

Lecture about 11 DAYS: https://youtu.be/VYq-2bOnkqQ?



Publication
The Art Experiment 11 DAYS
workbiography
ISBN: 9783750494503

Detail of 11 DAYS, weapon, controls, pc, 2015



boat - pectinella magnifica, 240 x 150 cm, 2007-2021, graphite, ink, guache, acrylic on paper



boat - hope, 220 x 160 cm, 2018, oil on canvas



220 x 160 cm, 2024, oil on canvas 



revolte, 240 x 180 cm, 2014, oil on canvas



bathtub, 180 x 240 cm, 2014, oil on canvas

untitled, 148 x 110 cm, 2011, mixed media on paper



project refugee stacks, 2015, performance and photography http://www.florianmehnert.de/refugee_en.html



project refugee stacks, 2015,  photography http://www.florianmehnert.de/refugee_en.html



project smartphone stacks, 2019, photography



sus scrofa, 50 x 70cm, graphite on paper



 Parfondrupt, 50 x 70cm, ink on paper, 2005



reflections about a bonsai garden, 35cm x 140 cm, 2023, chinese ink, guache, graphite on chinese paper



reflections about a bonsai garden, 35cm x 140 cm, 2023, chinese  ink, guache, graphite on chinese paper



„Water Field Storm“, Drypoint, Aquatinta 70 x 100cm, 2012



overpainted „Water Field Storm“, guache, Drypoint, 
Aquatinta 70 x 100cm, 2012



„Water“, 148 x 110cm, 2019 mixed media on paper„Water“, 220 x 160 cm, 2918, oil on canvas





Kunstverein Wolfsburg, Hallenbad 2015 Waldprotokolle (forest protocols), 2013-2015, interactive 22 channel installation
 www.florianmehnert.de/waldprotokolle.html



Waldprotokolle (forest protocols), 2013, interactive 22 channel installation, published initially only online
http://www.waldprotokolle.florianmehnert.de/index_en.html



Nachtwald (forest protocol), 2013, 240 x 180, plastics, oil on canvas



Waldprotokolle (forest protocols), 2013-2015, interactive 22 channel installation
 www.florianmehnert.de/waldprotokolle.html

C / O Berlin 2016

 p
h
o

to
. 
D

a
vi

d
 v

o
n
 B

e
c
k
e
r



Waldwirbel, 2013, 240 x 180, plastics, oil on canvas d
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forest protocol, 240 x 150 cm, 2014, oil on canvas

forest protocol, 140 x 110 cm, 2014, ink on paper



Waldwirbel, 2013, 240 x 180, oil on canvas



„untitled“, 148 x 110cm, 2019 mixed media on papers
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giraffe, 220 x 160 cm, oil on canvas



mongolian night, 220 x 160 cm, oil on canvas



running out of paradise, 240 x 180 cm, oil on canvas



blaetterschatten moving, 70 x 100 cm, oil, ink, graphite, acrylic on paper

blaetterschatten moving, video installation



overpainted etchings, 2023, drypoint, acrylic on paper



series of overpainted etchings, 70 x 100 cm, 2018, drypoint, ink, guache on paper
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overpainted etchings, 70 x 100 cm, drypoint, ink, acrylic on paper



lockdown, 2019, 78 x 107cm, woodcut
about the woodcuts: https://player.vimeo.com/video/415422441?portrait=0



lockdown, 2019, each 78 x 107cm, woodcut



tablets, overpainted woodcut, 70 x 100 cm, 2019 oil, acrylic on paper 



Making of social distance stacks, participatory performance in cooperation with Stuttgart Ballet,  2021, 
https://player.vimeo.com/video/519463201?



social distance stacks,  2021, participatory project, photography



Making of Social Distance Stacks 2021, https://player.vimeo.com/video/528408420?

, participatory project,



Social Distance Stacks 2021, participatory performance project, photography



Social Distance Stacks 2021, participatory performance project, photography



Freedom 2.0
large scale intervention in public 
space,community driven,
participatory project,
2016 + 2018
FREEDOM 2.0
www.freiheit2-0.de
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FREEDOM 2.0 Publication
ISBN 9783756827701 

Beauty of privacy, 2020, inkjet prints 



Data to light, 2022, permanent light art installation, Dataprotection Office Baden-Württemberg, Stuttgart, 
https://www.florianmehnert.de/data_to_light_en.html



Data to light, 2022, permanent light art installation, Dataprotection Office Baden-Württemberg, Stuttgart
https://www.florianmehnert.de/data_to_light_en.html



press

Selection:
• Washington Post, Pic of the week, March 02.2021
• The Guardian, UK, Best photographs of the day, February 

28.2021
• The National, Middle East, Ballet dancers pose inside PVC 

bubbles for pandemic art project, March 2021
• Bangkok Post, Thailand, Artists keeping social distance in corona 

times, 01.03.2021
• Reuters News Agency, 01.03.2021
• China Daily, Dancers social-distancing in PVC bubbles, 

02.03.2021
• Reuters, TOP FOTO OF THE DAY, 01.03.2021
• The Telegraph, UK, Pictures of the Weekend: ballet in a bubble 

and Purim celebrations, 28.02.2021
• Euromaxx, DW.com, Keeping a distance – artists in PVC bubbles, 

, 01.01.2021
• New Tang Dinasty TV, China, 01.03.2021, Classical 

Artists in Bubbles’ Showcases Isolated Individuals Under 
EpidemicBlockade,

• The Telegraph, UK, Pictures of the Weekend: ballet in a bubble 
and Purim celebrations, 28.02.2021

• MONOPOL-MAGAZIN, Romeo und Julia in der Coronazeit, 
28.02.2021

• La Tercera, South America, 02.03.2021 Bailarines alemanes 
posan en burbujas de PVC para representar la distancia social,

• Romania, tabu.ro, 12.12.20Florian Mehnert propune serii de 
fotografii și creații inspirate de distanțarea socială

• Sputnik News, Russia, 01.03.2021 ‘Μπαλέτο μέσα σε φούσκες: 
Όταν ο κορονοϊός εμπνέει την τέχνη, 

• FORBES MAGAZIN USA, How to balance tech-induced paranoia 
with our love for freedom of speech and the right to privacy?, 
19.01.2019

• DIE ZEIT, Alles vergeben, alles egal?, von Prof. Dr. Bernhard 
Pörksen, 24.11.2016

• Deutschland Radio Kultur, Florian Mehnert im Corso-Gespräch 
mit Sigrid Fischer, 13.09 2016

• SWR TV, BIG DATA visualisiert, 18.09.2016

• Die Welt, KULTUR, EGO-SHOOTING, Das Internet wird diese 
Ratte töten, 14.03.15

• The Times, One mouse click and a rat dies in artist’s protest 
against drones, March 14 2015,

• NOS, Netherland, De Duitser en zijn rat: zou jij schieten?
• The Mirror, UK, Web users given power to kill a rat with their 

phones as part of an ‚art project‘, 14.03 2015
• Süddeutsche Zeitung, Radikales Kunstexperiment als Protest 

gegen Drohnen - 13. März 2015, Interaktive Kunst
• Deutschlandfunk Corso, Kunst - Netz-Installation “11 Tage”, 

Florian Mehnert im Gespräch mit Susanne Luerweg
• Die Welt, KUNSTEXPERIMENT Darf man eine Ratte per Maus–

klick töten?, 18.03.2015
• Der Standard, Österreich, Kunstaktion zu Drohnen und 

Überwachung: Internetuser dürfen Ratte töten, 14. März 2015
• Schweizer Radio und Fernsehen, Ratte im Focus - das umstrittene 

Kunstprojekt von Florian Mehnert, Kultur Kompakt, 17.03.2015
• arte TV, Deutschland, Frankreich, Méline Freda, ARTE Journal, 

Menschentracks: Ein Videoexperiment, 27.07.2014
• 3 Sat Kulturzeit, Die Kunst der Bespitzelung, 24.06.2015
• SWR Fernsehen Kulturmagazin “Kunscht”, Florian Mehnerts 

Kunstprojekt “Refugee Stack”, 24.September 2015, 
• FAZ, Frankfurter Allgemeine, Handys als Kunst: Farben umkehren, 

10.05.2015
• Radio SRF 2 Kultur, Schweiz, Kultur Kompakt, Sarah 

Herwig, 10.01.2014, Florian Mehnert: Kunstaktion gegen den 
Abhörskandal

• YLE Finnland, YLE: Kulturtimmen: Florian Mehnert om avlyssning, 
buggning.., Radio- Interview mit Johnny Sjöblom, 10.12.13

• Radio eins, rbb, Berlin, live interview, 13.12.13
• arte TV, Nathalie Daiber November 2013, “Der deutsche Wald wird 

abgehört”

 more at:
 https://www.florianmehnert.de/press.html

 https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florian_Mehnert



AUTHOR OF BOOK PUBLICATIONS

Freedom 2.0, ISBN: 9783756827701 

The Art Experiment 11 DAYS, ISBN: 9783750494503

Mentioned in Book Publications (selection)

Heinrike Paulus, Von Reformatoren als Medienstars und einem 
twitternden Präsidenten. Die Ausstellung „Von Luther zu Twitter“ in: 
Communicatio Socialis (ComSoc ) 2022

Zeitschrift für Sozialmanagement, 2021, Titel,, Bertuch Verlag

Michell, Alix (2020): “Überwachung ist Macht. Zur Mythifizierung von 
Überwachung in der Gegenwartskunst.” Narrative der Überwachung: 
Typen, mediale Formen und Entwicklungen.
Eds. Kilian Hauptmann, Martin Hennig und Hans Krah. Berlin: Peter 
Lang

Ortswechsel, evangelisches Religionsbuch für Gymnasien,, Claudius 
Verlag, 
Watched, Photographic Surveillance Art, Walter König Verlag, 2020

Ist das Kunst oder kann das weg?, Christian Saehrend, Steen T. Kita, 
Dumont Verlag, Köln, 2016

Kunstjahr 2014, Lindinger+Schmidt, Berlin,

artist in residency

Q21, Museumsquartier, Vienna, Austria, 2016

Public Lectures (selection)

2022 BIDIP Landesbeauftragter für den Datenschutz, Stuttgart
2020 Keynote, BVD, Herbstkonferenz, München
2019 Stryker Corporation (out of the box Seminar robotics 
department)
2019 Verbrauchertag, Ministerium Verbraucherschutz Baden-
Württemberg
2019 Fachtagung: Virtuell, vernetzt, analog 20.6.19, Stiftung 
Genshagen
2019 Seminar Aska Peace Summer School, Augsburg
2018 Wildbader Kreis, Schwäbisch Gmünd
2018 Landesmedienzentrum Baden-Würtemberg,  IDEepolis-Tagung 
2018 NRW Forum, Düsseldorf
2018 FREEDOM 2.0 Colloquia, Stuttgart
2018 Herbstkonferenz, BvD, Stuttgart
2018 Sparkasse Finance Group (Annual meeting of General board 
conference)
2017 IhK Hochrein, Bodensee,
2017 Sparkassenverband Baden-Württemberg 
2016 FREEDOM 2.0 Colloquia, Weil am Rhein
2015 Art Directors Club of Europe, ADCE Festival 2015, Barcelona, 
Spain,
2015 Stadt Weil am Rhein,  Haus der Volksbildung
2015 Universität Erlangen, FifFKON



Exhibitions (selection)

2015 Museum Angewandte Kunst, MAK, Frankfurt,

2015 Watch22, Mainz

2015 Foundation Vögele, Pfäffikon, Switzerland,“ I.ch”

2016 Kunstverein Wolfsburg, Hallenbad,

2016 C / O Berlin, „WATCHED!“, Berlin

2016 Kunstverein Weil am Rhein

2017 Disseny Hub, Barcelona, Spain, 11Days, 

2017 Kunstforum Darmstadt

2017 OK Linz, Österreich, „Skandal/Normal“

2018 Berlinale d’art, Straßburg, France, „touch me“

2018 Reforum, smartphone stacks

2021 Deutsche Historisches Museum, DHM, Berlin

2022 Regionale 23: MAPPING, Städtische Galerie Weil am Rhein

Projects (selection)
2022 data to light (permanent light installation)
https://www.florianmehnert.de/data_to_light.html

2020 / 2021
Social Distance Stacks
https://www.florianmehnert.de/social_distance_stacks_en.html 

2019 Smartphone Stacks
https://www.florianmehnert.de/smartphone_stack_en.html

2016 / 2018 FREIHEIT 2.0
https://www.florianmehnert.de/freedom.html

2015 Refugee Stacks
https://www.florianmehnert.de/refugee_en.html

2015 11 DAYS
https://www.florianmehnert.de/11TAGE_en.html

2014 Menschentracks
https://www.florianmehnert.de/menschentracks_en.html 

2013 Waldprotokolle (forest protocols)
https://www.florianmehnert.de/waldprotokolle_en.html

Works in public collections
State Gallery Stuttgart
Morat Institut für Kunst und Kunstwissenschaft, Freiburg i.Br.
Kunstforum Darmstadt (Collection of the University of Darmstadt)
Collection of the Regional Council of Freiburg i.Br.

Works in public space
2021 data to light (permanent light installation, Data Protection office ot the 
Land Baden-Wuerttemberg, Stuttgart)
2016 / 2018 Freiheit 2.0 
(non-permanent installation Weil am Rhein and Stuttgart )

contact
+49 172 419 7314

kontakt@flor ianmehnert .de

www.f lor ianmehnert .de


